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The United Nations drug control conventions do not recognize a distinction between licit 
and illicit drugs; they describe only use to be licit or illicit. Here, the term ‘illicit drugs’ is 
used to describe drugs which are under international control (and which may or may not 
have licit medical purposes) but which are produced, trafficked and/or consumed illicitly. 
A number of strategies have been developed by Member States and the international 
community over the years to address the world drug problem in a comprehensive way, 
including demand reduction programs (prevention, treatment), supply reduction 
interventions (drug interdiction, dismantlement of drug trafficking organizations, alternative 
development programs, eradication) and efforts to control illicit financial flows, however, 
many problems relating to the prevention of illicit drug control still remain. 
 
History of Illicit Drug Trafficking and Drug Laws 
Drugs have always played an important medicinal role in human society, and “harmless” 
drugs such as caffeine have been and currently are widely and legally used in all parts of the 
globe.  The international trade in drugs has a long history; imperial Britain, for example, 
shaped the 19th-century opium trade by selling Indian-produced opium to China in 
exchange for tea and silk and fought “Opium Wars” to defend its 
right to do so. 
Far from opposing the drugs trade, the British and the Americans 
promoted it in the 19th century. In 1800 China's imperial 
government forbade the import of opium, but had latterly 
graduated to recreational use. British merchants smuggled 
opium into China to balance their purchases of tea for export to 
Britain. When the Chinese authorities confiscated a vast amount 
of the stuff, the British sent in gunboats, backed by France, 
Russia and America, and ‘bullied’ China into legalising opium 
imports. 
Initial efforts to stamp out drug use at home had little to do with 
concerns about health. One of America's first federal laws 
against opium-smoking, in 1887, was a response to agitation 
against Chinese “coolies”, brought into California to build railways and dig mines. It banned 
opium imports by Chinese people, but allowed them by American citizens, since the tax on 
opium imports was a useful source of federal revenue. 
In the early 20th century, the United States, Britain and other countries began to change 
their position on drug use, although, as the history of prohibition shows, their concept and 
acceptance of “dangerous” drugs was not identical to our own. 
On June 17, 1971, President Richard Nixon declared war on drugs. Today, almost fortyyears 
after the war on drugs began; the drug industry is as extensive as ever. Many scholars and 
government officials have also regarded the war on drugs as an epic failure. 
By the 1970s and 1980s, the international drug trade had taken on many of the key features 
we recognize today, the most notable of which are its pervasiveness and its scale.  
According to one of the surveys conducted by the UN, the worldwide dollar value of illegal 
drugs is second only to the amount spent on the arms trade.  Estimating the value of an 
illegal enterprise carried on in dozens of currencies around the world is tremendously 
difficult, but the United Nations Office for Drug Control and Crime Prevention generally 
describes the production, trafficking and sales of illicit drugs as over a $400-billion-a-year 
industry. Unlike the international trade in arms, however, which largely flows from 



 

developed nations that produce arms to less developed nations that use arms, the 
international drug trade has traditionally flowed from developing to developed nations. 
 
Present Conditions of Drug Trafficking 
According to the UNODC, at current levels, world heroin consumption (340 tons) and 
seizures represent an annual flow of 430-450 tons of heroin into the global heroin market. 
Of that total, opium from Myanmar and the Lao People's Democratic Republic yields some 
50 tons, while the rest, some 380 tons of heroin and morphine, is produced exclusively from 
Afghanistan’s opium. While approximately 5 tons are consumed and seized in Afghanistan, 
the remaining bulk of 375 tons is trafficked worldwide via routes flowing into and through 
the countries neighbouring Afghanistan. 
The Balkan and northern routes are the main heroin trafficking corridors linking Afghanistan 
to the huge markets of the Russian Federation and Western Europe. The Balkan route 
traverses the Islamic Republic of Iran (often via Pakistan), Turkey, Greece and Bulgaria 
across South-East Europe to the Western European market, with an annual market value of 
some $20 billion. The northern route runs mainly through Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan (or 
Uzbekistan or Turkmenistan) to Kazakhstan and the Russian Federation. The size of that 
market is estimated to total $13 billion per year. 
In 2008, global heroin seizures reached a record level of 73.7 metric tons. Most of the 
heroin was seized in the near and Middle East and South-West Asia (39 per cent of the 
global total), South-East Europe (24 per cent) and Western and Central Europe (10 per cent). 
The global increase in heroin seizures over the period 2006-2008 was driven mainly by 
continued burgeoning seizures in the Islamic Republic of Iran and Turkey. In 2008, those two 
countries accounted for more than half of global heroin seizures and registered, for the 
third consecutive year, the highest and second highest seizures worldwide, respectively. 
In 2007 and 2008, cocaine was used by some 16 to 17 million people worldwide, similar to 
the number of global opiate users. The North American continent accounted for more than 
40 per cent of global cocaine consumption (the total was estimated at around 470 tons), 
while the 27 European Union and four European Free Trade Association countries 
accounted for more 
than a quarter of total 
consumption. These 
two regions account 
for over 80 per cent of 
the total value of the 
global cocaine market, 
which was estimated at 
$88 billion in 2008. 
For the North 
American market, 
cocaine is typically 
transported from 
Colombia to Mexico or 
Central America by sea 
and then onwards by 
land to the United 
States and Canada. 



 

Cocaine is trafficked to Europe mostly by sea, often in container shipments. Colombia 
remains the main source of the cocaine found in Europe, but direct shipments from Peru 
and the Plurinational State of Bolivia are far more common than in the United States 
market. 
The World Drug Report (2014) states that opiates and opioids top the list of problem drugs 
that cause the biggest burden of disease and drug-related deaths worldwide. For the third 
consecutive year, Afghanistan, which has the world’s largest opium poppy cultivation, saw 
an increase in the area under cultivation (from 154,000 hectares in 2012 to 209,000 
hectares in 2013). In 2013, the estimated global production of heroin rebounded to the 
levels seen in 2008 and 2011. The global area of illicit opium cultivation in 2013 stood at 
296,720 hectares — the largest area since 1998, when estimates became available. Afghan 
heroin is increasingly reaching new markets, such as Oceania and South-East Asia, which had 
been traditionally supplied from South-East Asia. 
The long-established Balkan route seems to remain a corridor for the transit of Afghan 
heroin to the lucrative markets in Western and Central Europe, but its importance has 
declined due to various factors such as more effective law enforcement and a shrinking 
market in Western and Central Europe, as seen by the decline in opiate use and seizures in 
the sub region and the reduced level of supply compared with the peak levels of 2007. 
The so-called “southern route” is expanding, with heroin being smuggled through the area 
south of Afghanistanreaching Europe, via the near and Middle East and Africa,as well as 
directly from Pakistan. 
In Southeast Asia, the Golden Triangle; which mainly consists of Thailand, Myanmar, and 
Laos, has been combatting their drug trafficking problem for years. In nations such as the 
Golden Triangle, drug trafficking exists because of the inner-governmental relations with the 
drug trafficking organizations throughout their borders. Many of these governments have 
lackedauthority and stabilization, thus making nations dependable on drug trafficking as a 
source of income. The main problem linked to drug trafficking is the extremely high income 
the system guarantees for the traffickers and the violence it presents for the nation’s 
people, which makes it easily promotable and dangerous in these regions. 
While cocaine manufacture and trafficking have had a serious impact in the Western 
hemisphere, there are indications that overall global availability of cocaine has fallen. The 
estimated net 
area under 
coca bush 
cultivation as 
of 31 
December 
2012 was the 
lowest since 
the beginning 
of available 
estimates in 
1990: 
133,700 
hectares, a 
decline of 14 
per cent from 



 

the estimate for 2011.Global cocaine seizures increased to 671 tons in 2012, compared with 
the 634 tons seized in 2011. The main increase in the quantities of cocaine seized was in 
South America and Western and Central Europe. 
 
While the Internet continues to be used as a means of drug trafficking and illicit trade in 
precursor chemicals (substances frequently used in the illicit manufacture of narcotic 
drugs or psychotropic substances), use of the so-called “dark net” has been growing. The 
“dark net” constitutes a virtual marketplace, which is inaccessible by web search, and where 
it is difficult for law enforcement authorities to identify website owners and users, as their 
identities remain hidden by means of sophisticated concealment methods. That makes the 
“dark net” a safe haven for buyers and sellers of illicit drugs, who trade principally in a 
digital currency (Bitcoin). 
Cultivation and production of cannabis herb (“marijuana”) remains widespread, while 
production of cannabis resin remains confined to a few countries in North Africa, the Middle 
East and South-West Asia. In Afghanistan, despite the fact that the area under cannabis 
cultivation has been decreasing, the potential cannabis resin production in 2012 was higher 
than in 2011 due to thegreater yield per hectare. 
Of the total of 144 tons of amphetamine-type stimulants seized globally, half were seized in 
North America and a quarter in East and South-East Asia. Large quantities of amphetamine 
seizures continue to be reported in the Middle East, in particular in Jordan, Saudi Arabia and 
the Syrian Arab Republic. Central and South-West Asia are emerging as new markets, with 
low levels of methamphetamine seizures and use being reported by two countries in those 
sub regions. South-West Asia has also emerged as a significant production area for 
methamphetamine destined for East and South-East Asia. 
 
Previous UN Action 
The United Nations has taken many steps towards controlling the ever –growing problem of 
drug trafficking, and as hence passed multiple resolutions (by its organs and bodies alike) to 

face this problem. Delegates are strongly advised 
to have a working knowledge of these resolutions 
and conventions, and what they entail. 
In 1997, the United Nations Drug Control 
Programme and the Centre for International Crime 
Prevention merged and formed the United Nations 
Offices on Drug and Crime (UNODC), which is 
continuously monitoring and researching global 
illicit drug markets in order to gain a more 
comprehensive understanding of their dynamics. 
Drug trafficking is a key part of this research. 
The United Nations (UN) has tackled the problem 

of Illicit Trafficking of Drugs using three major international drug control treaties, the Single 
Convention on Narcotic Drugs of 1961 (as amended in 1972), the Convention on 
Psychotropic Substances of 1971, and the United Nations Convention against Illicit Traffic 
in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances of 1988, are mutually supportive and 
complementary. 
An important purpose of the first two treaties is to codify internationally applicable control 
measures in order to ensure the availability of narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances 



 

for medical and scientific purposes, and to prevent their diversion into illicit channels. They 
also include general provisions on illicit drug trafficking and drug abuse. 
The 1988 United Nations Convention against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic 
Substances extends the control regime to precursors, and focuses on establishing measures 
to combat illicit drug trafficking and related money-laundering, as well as strengthening the 
framework of international cooperation in criminal matters, including extradition and 
mutual legal assistance. 
The three conventions attribute important functions to the Commission on Narcotic Drugs 
and to the International Narcotics Control Board, both of which are assisted by the UNODC 
in their functioning. 
 
The Commission on Narcotic Drugs, composed 
of 53 Member States elected by the Economic 
and Social Council for a four-year term, is the 
central policy-making body with regard to drug-
related matters, including the monitoring of the 
global trends of illicit drug trafficking and 
abuse. This functional commission of the 
Economic and Social Council adopts and 
recommends for adoption by the Council or to 
the General Assembly through the Council, 
resolutions on new concerted measures or agreed policies to better address the drug 
phenomenon. It decides whether new substances should be included in one of the 
schedules of the conventions and if changes or deletions in the schedules are required. 
 
The International Narcotics Control Board is a permanent and independent body, consisting 
of 13 members, who are elected for a five-year term by the ECOSOC on the basis of their 
competence and serve in their personal capacity. The Board monitors the implementation 
of the conventions and, where appropriate, makes recommendations to States. It also 
administers the statistical control of drugs on the basis of data supplied by Governments 
and assesses world requirements of licit drugs with a view to the adaptation of production 
to those requirements. It gathers information on illicit trafficking, and submits an annual 
report on developments in the world situation to the Commission on Narcotic Drugs and to 
the Economic and Social Council. 
Another response of the UNODC to drug trafficking has been the UNODC-WCO Container 
Control Programme (CCP),which  already implemented in Benin, Cape Verde, Costa Rica, 
Ecuador, Guatemala, Ghana, Pakistan, Panama, Senegal, Togo and Turkmenistan. 
The CCP, which was launched in 2003, was developed jointly by UNODC and the World 
Customs Organization (WCO) to assist Governments to create sustainable enforcement 
structures in selected sea ports so as to minimize the risk of shipping containers being 
exploited for illicit drug trafficking, transnational organized crime and other forms of black 
market activity. 
 
Legalisation of Drugs like Cannabis (IMPORTANT) 
The legalization of marijuana is a controversial topic because of its connection with drug 
culture and the multiple possible medical uses of the plant, and possible revenue it could 
generate, on the other hand there being health concerns and the possibility of it being a 



 

‘gateway drug’ to addiction to much ‘harder’ drugs like cocaine and heroin. This is hence a 
topic that has many facets, both pro and con, and must be debated sufficiently in 
committee, keeping individual country policies, as well as the UN policy as a whole in mind. 
The 1961 the International Treaty the Single Convention on 
Narcotic Drugs, which represents the first uniform treaty 
restricting the use, consumption, possession or sale of drugs of 
a wide range, has this drug listed in its schedules.                                                                          
Under this treaty Cannabis, or Marijuana as it is known, was 
classified as a Schedule IV drug. Schedule IV was the strictest 
category with respect to control and restriction. Cannabis here 
may share the same controls and restrictions applied to ‘hard 
drugs’ like Heroin and Cocaine. 
Hence, the legalisation of this drug may just be seen as a 
violation of international law. 
However, legalisation of this drug for medicinal purposes may be defended using Article 2, 
Clause 5, sub clause (b) of the 1961 Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs [Art 2(5(b))], which 
states “A Party shall, if in its opinion the prevailing conditions in its country render it the 
most appropriate means of protecting the public health and welfare, prohibit the production, 
manufacture, export and import of, trade in, possession or use of any such drug except for 
amounts which may be necessary for medical and scientific research only, including clinical 
trials therewith to be conducted under or subject to the direct supervision and control of the 
Party.” 
Here, medicinal marijuana could possibly be legalised if the concerned government views it 
as beneficial to “public health and welfare”. 
However there are conflicting views on this interpretation. UN bodies have on several 
occasions remarked that countries that have legalized medical marijuana, and are in 
violation of the Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs. 
 
A particular drug could, however, be removed from any of the Schedules of this 
convention, if the WHO, upon communication from the UNSS, recommends to the 
Commission on Narcotic Drugs the deletion of a drug or a preparation from the schedule(s) 
as mentioned, as per Article 3, clause 6 of the 1961 Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs [Art 
3(6)]. 
There are multiple arguments for and against the legalisation of ‘soft drugs’ like Cannabis, 
and delegates must be extremely well researched on these, as well as their country’s policy 
on the legalisation of cannabis. 
 
Decriminalisation vs Legalisation of Medicinal Cannabis 
An alternative to legalization of medicalcannabis is its decriminalization. Where legalization 
of medicinal involves legalising and regulating the whole production cycle, decriminalization 
is a sort of official ‘eyes closed’ policy by the authorities. 
Where legalization involves legalizing not only the use of medical marijuana but also its 
growth, possession and trade, decriminalization usually allows some limited quantity of a 
drug for personal possession and use only. Here, the growth, possession for non-self or 
commercial use, and sale of such a drug is still illegal. 
 
 



 

Bloc Positions 
Asian Nations 
Asia is one of the most 
dominant areas of 
drug trafficking. 
With the drug 
trafficking problems in 
the Golden Triangle, 
and Afghanistan and 
other areas of 
mainland Asia being 
major sources of drug 
production, Asia has shown to consist of large numbers of drug abusers and producers. 
Economic developments have helped to some extent, but also hindered the preventative 
measures taken by such nations because of the large population’s consumption making the 
larger markets more lucrative to the cause. 
 
Latin American Nations 
Drug trafficking and production has, of late, had a widespread appearance in Latin America. 
With widespread poverty, underdevelopment and economic instability, the financial 
capabilities of the drug production and trafficking of drugs has caused these nations people 
to depend heavily on drug trafficking. 
Violence has also shown itself to be one of the major problems in this region because the 
various drug rebel groups demand the cultivation of illicit drugs. Alternative development 
has been previously implemented throughout the region; however the alternative drugs 
usually are not meeting the economic demands as illicit drug trade does for these nations, 
leading to the persistence of this problem. 
Colombia was a major drug producer; cultivating fifty-six percent of the world's cocaine in 
1998.This was coupled with a severe economic downturn in Colombia and Colombian armed 
forces that may not have beenable to respond to the growing strength of illegal armed 
groups. A number of reforms (like ‘Plan Colombia’) and anti –drug trafficking measures in 
Colombia were carried out, but these plans were, for the most part, unsuccessful, with 
Colombia continuing to cultivate forty-eight percent of the world's cocaine. These plans, 
however, looked to attack the source of these drugs, which could be one of the important 
steps taken in the future. 
Mexican legislature, on the other hand, enacted the Law against Small Drug Traffickers in 
August 2009. The law decriminalizes possession of small quantitiesof marijuana, cocaine, 
and other narcotic drugs for personal use. Mexican lawmakers hopedthatpermitting drugs 
for personal use would allow law enforcement officials to focus their resources on 
dismantling drug cartels and apprehending traffickers. Only time will tell if this approach has 
worked. 
 
African Nations 
The African region may not be the main producers of such drugs; however the illicit 
trafficking and consumption of these drugs have been the major problem of this region. The 
African nations often transport in drugs from the Middle Eastern and Latin American 
regions, acting like a sort of ‘middleman’. 



 

African governments have been very 
cooperative in extending the drug limitation 
throughout nations, however the 
enforcement of governments are lacking, 
and again, the lack of economic stability and 
poverty and corruption has caused these 
nations to heavily depend on drug trade as a 
source of income. 
 
Middle Eastern Nations 
The Middle Eastern nations are greatly 
affected by the illicit drug trade, because 
many rebel groups are in control of these 
drugs, which makes it an extremely tricky situation. The governments are sometimes unable 
to combat these rebel groups successfully since these rebel groups are usually powerful, and 
the countries, underdeveloped. 
The drug related problems in these nations have hence escalated in the recent past, and due 
to a number of political, religious and other divides and disputes, not to mention the 
widespread problem of terrorism and economic instability amongst other things, are tough 
issues to solve. 
 
Western Nations 
These nations have proven to be some of the most lucrative nations when it comes to the 
demand for drugs. 
Nations in this region have previously tried a number of measures including strengthening 
borders in order to decrease the trafficking, and other reforms and plans. Because these 
nations are often larger with stable financial situations, they are, and have been able to 
provide funds to decrease the presence of rebel drug groups. 
The United States has focused its international antidrug efforts on twoaspects of the war on 
drugs: interdiction and international funding.Interdiction refers to the interception of illegal 
drugs before they reach local dealers and consumers. This technique attacks trafficking 
head-on, this is a step in the right direction because it correctly identifies the trafficker as 
the fundamental problem and facilitator of the drug industry. Funding refers to supporting 
and supplying international operations. The best example of one of these programs is Plan 
Colombia. The recent legalisation of cannabis in some of the states in USA has also been one 
of the measures taken by the United States. 
Some nations have also taken a stance of legalising or decriminalising the use of certain ‘soft 
drugs’, which is one policy that must be debated thoroughly in committee. 
 
Questions a Resolution Must Answer (QARMA) 
Delegates here are some of the questions a resolution has to be able to answer, in order to 
effectively solve the issue at hand. These are just some of the questions, and it is looked 
extremely favourably upon when a resolution can answer properly not just these, but also a 
variety of other questions relating to the agenda. 
In turn, these questions must also be referred to at all times whilst writing a resolution and 
during committee, to discover the various facets of the agenda at hand, and to cover all 
subtopics that can be covered for productive debate 



 

1. How can the international community work to stop or undermine the illicit 
trafficking of drugs and stop international drug cartels? 

2. What new and/or old mechanisms can be used to prevent illicit trafficking of drugs? 
3. Should any drug be legalised or decriminalised? 
4. How will the production of these illicitly trafficked drugs be stopped? 
5. What should be the steps taken by the UNSS to undermine the demand for these 

illicitly trafficked drugs? 
6. What measures can be taken to assure the enforcement and/or creation of drug 

laws of different countries to solve the agenda at hand? 
7. How will the economies of different countries affected by the drug problem be 

protected? 
8. How will the funding take place for the implementation of these mechanisms in 

underdeveloped/developing countries? 
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