
 
Millennium Development Goals and Post 2015 

Development Agenda 
 
This year, the UN turns 70. But 2015 is much more than a birthday. The year also marks a 
moment when the UN will either succeed or fail to secure a meaningful deal on a post-2015 
development framework to replace the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), alongside 
overlapping and crucial deals on climate change, financing for development and trade in the 
same year. The political stakes could not be higher for international development, and for 
the planet. Failure along any one of these four negotiation tracks could sour progress along 
the other three and the pressure is on negotiators and Ban Ki-moon this year to keep all 
four processes on track. 
Following the millennium summit in 2000 the Millennium Development Goals MDGs have 
shaped the development agenda of the UN. The eight Millennium Development Goals – 
which range from halving extreme poverty to halting the spread of HIV/AIDS and providing 
universal primary education – have been milestones in global and national development 
efforts. The framework has helped to galvanize development efforts and guide global and 
national development priorities. While three of the eight goals have been achieved prior to 
the final deadline of 2015, progress has been uneven within and across countries. Thus 
further efforts and a strong global partnership for development are needed to accelerate 
progress and reach the goals by 2015. 
The United Nations is in the process of defining a post-2015 development agenda. This 
agenda will be launched at a Summit in September 2015, which is the target date for 
realizing the MDGs. It is currently being elaborated through informal consultations of the 
UN General Assembly. The President of the General Assembly has appointed two Co-
facilitators to lead those informal consultations. 
The outcome document of the 2010 High-level Plenary Meeting of the General Assembly on 
the MDGs requested the Secretary-General to initiate thinking on a post-2015 development 
agenda and include recommendations in his annual report on efforts to accelerate MDG 
progress. The outcome of the Rio+20 Conference on Sustainable Development initiated an 
inclusive intergovernmental process to prepare a set of Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs). There is broad agreement on the need for close linkages between the two processes 
to arrive at one global development agenda for the post-2015 period, with sustainable 
development at its center. 
An intergovernmental Open Working Group (OWG) comprising 70 countries was 
subsequently established to negotiate a draft framework. This level of developing country 
inclusion in shaping an international development framework is (disturbingly) 
unprecedented - the MDGs were drafted in a small group before the Millennium Summit in 
2000. 
Rio+20 recognized that each country faces specific challenges to achieve sustainable 
development. It underscored the special challenges facing the most vulnerable countries 
and, in particular, African countries, least developed countries, landlocked developing 
countries and small island developing States, as well as the specific challenges facing the 
middle-income countries. Countries in situations of conflict also need special attention. 
The Economic and Social Council will play a major role in the preparations, monitoring and 
implementation of a post-2015 development agenda. This will build on the Council’s success 
in reviewing progress on the MDGs through the Annual Ministerial Review (AMR), as well as 



 
its broader support to advancing the UN development agenda. Dialogue is being initiated 
through the Development Cooperation Forum (DCF) on the possible features of a renewed 
global partnership for development in the post-2015 setting, and characteristics of a 
monitoring and accountability framework. Representatives from governments, civil society, 
philanthropic organizations, academia and the private sector are being engaged in these 
conversations, which will also examine the broader implications – for development 
cooperation – of a post-2015 development agenda. The ECOSOC strengthening process and 
the Council’s role coming out of the Rio+20 Conference in the integration of the three 
dimensions of sustainable development should further bolster the Council’s role in the post-
2015 era. 
The Secretary-General established the UN System Task Team on the Post-2015 UN 
Development Agenda. Chaired by the Department of Economic and Social Affairs and the 
United Nations Development Program, the team brings together the efforts of more than 60 
UN agencies and international organizations. 
The Task Team is currently focusing its analytical work on the global partnership for 
development, monitoring and indicators and financing for sustainable development. 
Moreover, the Technical Support Team to provide inputs to the Open Working Group of the 
General Assembly on the SDGs has been established under the umbrella of the Task Team to 
ensure early convergence of the post-2015 and SDGs processes. 
The Task Team published a report on A Renewed Global Partnership for Development in 
March 2013. The report provides recommendations on key dimensions and a potential 
format for a global partnership in the post-2015 era. It advises that the partnership should 
include universal commitments calling for actions from all countries, according to their 
national capabilities. It should build on existing commitments such as those reflected in the 
MDGs, the Monterey Consensus and the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation, but must 
also be broadened and strengthened to address the large array of global challenges we face 
today. 
There has been numerous inputs to the agenda, notably a set of Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) proposed by an open working group of the General Assembly, the report of an 
intergovernmental committee of experts on sustainable development financing, GA 
dialogues on technology facilitation and many others. The General Assembly called upon the 
Secretary-General to synthesize the full range of inputs and to present a synthesis report 
before the end of 2014 as a contribution to the intergovernmental negotiations in the lead 
up to the Summit. 
The post 2015 development agenda negotiations must bear in mind that almost half of the 
world’s population is under the age of 25, meaning the current population of youth is the 
largest ever and specific targets focused on youth must be integrated in any future 
development framework. 
In July 2012, the Secretary-General launched his High-level Panel of Eminent Persons to 
provide guidance and recommendations on the post-2015 development agenda. The Panel 
was co-chaired by President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono of Indonesia, President Ellen 
Johnson Sirleaf of Liberia, and Prime Minister David Cameron of the United Kingdom, and it 
includes leaders from civil society, private sector and government. 
National consultations on a post-2015 development agenda are under way in more than 70 
countries. The United Nations Development Group has organized a set of eleven thematic 
consultations, on conflict and fragility; education; environmental sustainability; governance; 
growth and employment; health; hunger, food and nutrition; inequalities; population 



 
dynamics; energy; and water. A report with the preliminary findings from the national and 
thematic consultations was launched in March 2013. 
In July 2014, following extensive global consultations and intergovernmental negotiations, 
the OWG proposed a universal set of post-2015 goals and targets. The draft consists of 17 
ambitious SDGs and 169 targets for social, economic and environmental development to be 
achieved by 2030. Through the negotiations so far, countries have agreed that the 
framework should be: universal – applying to all countries, high-, middle- and low-income 
alike; voluntary – there is no enforcement mechanism for the framework; 
“transformational,” focused on achieving multiple grand ambitions to eradicate poverty, 
transform societies and economies, and protect the planet by 2030; and leave no-one 
behind – by eradicating poverty in marginalized communities and in conflict-affected 
countries. The latter ambition is “mission critical” for meeting global development 
ambitions. By 2030, 1.9 billion people, or roughly 20% of the world’s population, could live 
in conflict-affected countries. 
The submitted report by the open working group on sustainable development recommends 
17 Sustainable Development Goals, which will be tabled at the 69th session of the UN 
general assembly.  The goals will be narrowed to a smaller number following another year’s 
worth of negotiations after which the SDGs are expected to be adopted at a UN summit in 
2015. 
 
What are the proposed 17 Sustainable Development Goals? 
• End poverty in all its forms everywhere 
• End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition, and promote sustainable 

agriculture 
• Ensure healthy lives and promote wellbeing for all at all ages 
• Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning 

opportunities for all 
• Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls 
• Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all 
• Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all 
• Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive 

employment, and decent work for all 
• Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization, and 

foster innovation 
• Reduce inequality within and among countries 
• Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable 
• Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns 
• Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts (taking note of 

agreements made by the UNFCCC forum) 
• Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable 

development 
• Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably 

manage forests, combat desertification and halt and reverse land degradation, and 
halt biodiversity loss 

• Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide 
access to justice for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at 
all levels 



 
• Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the global partnership for 

sustainable development 
At the end of 2014, the UN Secretary General presented the synthesis report “The road to 
dignity by 2030” covering all the processes and reports related to post-2015, including the 
UN consultations. 
 
International efforts will now focus on clarifying the “means of implementation” for the 
post-2015 development framework, which will feed into the final deal framed in a 
Declaration to be adopted by world leaders at a UN Summit in New York in 2015. Focusing 
on implementation ahead of the Summit is a sensible course of action. UN agreements can 
work when there is a clear understanding of how to move from paper commitments to 
action. Negotiators must now forge a common political vision by: 
1) Ensuring they find enough wins for enough constituencies, 
2) Using the sequencing of negotiations to arrive at a convergence of views and 

package of priorities, 
3) Selling the vision much harder, at home and around the world, and 
4) Ensuring accountability for follow-up and implementation. 
 
Finding enough wins for enough constituencies: 
Who wants what from the post-2015 agenda isn’t yet as clear as it could be, but the main 
elements of a deal are starting to emerge. High-income countries may aim to allocate a 
greater share of aid to the poorest countries, and to leverage more private finance for 
development. Still recovering from the 2008 financial crisis, more aid from the EU in the 
future is unlikely. Low-income countries want to secure aid commitments, attract foreign 
direct investment and boost their own domestic revenues. The requests and offers of 
middle-income countries are very diverse because they range from the BRICS (Brazil, Russia, 
India, China, South Africa) to countries that just graduated from low-income status. Scaling 
up infrastructure loans, speeding up technology and knowledge transfer, and reforming 
global governance (for example, by reforming the appointments system for heads of the 
IMF and World Bank) are likely to be some of their priorities. 
 
Sequence negotiations to arrive at a convergence of views and priorities: 
A new global partnership for development in the post-2015 era will recognize that aid is a 
small piece of the pie, and draw more coherently on private sector investment, technology, 
migration, trade, and climate finance. In 2015, negotiators have the opportunity to build 
coherence across international agreements through four overlapping international 
negotiations: the Finance for Development Summit in Addis Ababa in July 2015, the post-
2015 negotiations and UN Summit in September in New York, and the WTO and UNFCC 
Climate Change climate summits in December 2015. There are significant risks that failure 
along one track will send the other three off track. I recommend listening to CIC’s Alex Evans 
here about the pressure on the multilateral system to deliver on all four fronts in 2015. 
 
Sell the vision at home and around the world: 
The political vision at the heart of the post-2015 framework needs to be sold to the global 
public. The MDGs made intuitive sense because the richest countries transferred resources 
to the poorest, but countries in the South complained of a “West lectures the rest” dynamic. 
The post-2015 framework needs to be sold as a new way of doing business because it makes 



 
universal commitments to more inclusive and sustainable globalization across every 
country. The problem is that this is complex and conceptual and barely any citizens in rich 
countries have heard about it. Leaders need to sell the vision much harder – at home and 
globally. Ban Ki-moon’s 6 proposed essential elements, or a version thereof, might help 
explain what the framework is to the public. 
 
Ensuring accountability and follow-up: 
Data need to improve dramatically. For many countries, there is no baseline of data for 
measuring progress towards achieving the SDGs. The world will need to get much more 
systematic and transparent about collecting data and measuring progress in the post-2015 
era. The UN Statistical Commission has been tasked with developing global indicators, but 
countries at the UN appear reluctant to agree peer review or high-level oversight 
mechanisms for tracking progress. Without some sort of high-level accountability or peer 
review in the post-2015 era, it is hard to imagine how long global momentum will be 
galvanized behind 17 voluntary goals. 
 
The UN Partners on MDGs are: 
• United Nations Development Programme 
• Millennium Campaign 
• UN Department of Economic & Social Affairs 
• World Bank 
• UN Children's Fund 
• UN Environment Programme 
• UN Population Fund 
• World Health Organization 
• International Monetary Fund 
• UN Human Settlements Programme 
• Food & Agriculture Organization 
• International Fund for Agricultural Development 
• International Labour Organization 
• International Telecommunications Union 
• Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS 
• UN Conference on Trade and Development 
• UN Development Group 
• UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
• UN Refugee Agency 
• UN Industrial Development Organization 
• UN Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women 
• Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 
• UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East 
• World Food Programme 
• World Meteorological Organization 
• World Trade Organization 
• World Tourism Organization 
• UN Office on Sport for Development and Peace Regional Commissions 
All of the above-mentioned points are hyper links and you may click on them for extra 
information. 



 
Some links that might further help you with your research: 
 
http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/about/mdg.shtml 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/mdgoverview/mdg_goals/post-2015-
development-agenda.html 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/mdgoverview.html 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/7179Proposal%20for%20them
es%20of%20the%20%20interactive%20dialogues%20%20REV%20%203.pdf 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/focussdgs.html 
http://www.un.org/sg/management/hlppost2015.shtml 


